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Miriam owns a fleet of cars and trucks that she rents out as her business. On Sunday, Shmuel rents a car from Miriam for a
week.

Shmuel’s best friend David calls Shmuel up on Wednesday and asks Shmuel if he can borrow the car that night to go see a
movie. Shmuel lets David borrow the car.

That night, Shmuel goes to the same theatre as David and chances upon him in the lobby.

“Fancy meeting you here, Shmuel”, says David to Shmuel. David continues, “Good. Please take me home and take the car back
with you.” “ Sure.” says Shmuel, and the two of them walk out of the theatre.

Just as they are leaving the theatre, they together witness a car traveling at high speed ram into a light post. The post collapses
and falls right on the rented car totaling it in front of Shmuel and David.

Thankfully, no one was injured, including the driver of the speeding car. Within minutes, the police are on the scene to

investigate the incident.

What we know What we need to know Questions to ask

Police
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Judge




What do you think are the most relevant facts of the case? Relevant facts are those things that you really need to know
to decide what to do. If you don’t know these things, you can’t decide the halacha. Usually, these are things that
happened (or didn’t happen) and how much evidence that you have.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.




What is (or are) the most important thing(s) that must be decided. This is usually the most important question(s)
that must be decided by the halacha. It’s not just: is (s)he Chayav or Patur? It’s the most important thing that will
lead to him/her being Chayav or Patur. You are on the right track if you write the reason that you think that the

person is Chayav or Patur in the form of a question. For example, “Because of , is the person

considered negligent or not?”

What is the Halacha? The answer to this is usually short.

Citations, sources and additional reasons. These are things that you found in the Talmud or Halacha to support what
said should be the Halacha. You may also write additional reasons that you either found in sources or that you
thought of that would support the Halacha.

1.

2.
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